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THE GREEK STAR EXCLUSIVE: Q & A with Elias Kulukundis
This week Associate Editor Maria A. Karamitsos caught up
with Elias Kulukundis, a member of the prominent Greek shipping
family, and author of “The Amorgos Conspiracy”
The English version of “The Amorgos Conspiracy,” a real life
adventure story that took place during Greece’s Junta years, was
recently released. I had the opportunity to speak to Mr. Kulukundis via phone, from Berlin, where he’s working on his next book.
The book review follows the Q&A.
Do you live in Berlin?
I used to spend a lot of time here. I have a small apartment and
come here when I need to concentrate on something. There are no
distractions here, so I came to start the next book. I live in New
York and Syros, Greece.
Where were you born and raised?
Westchester County, NY.
Where do you trace your Greek roots?
To Kasos Island, though my parents were born in Syros.
You are the scion of the well-known shipping family. Was your family surprised that
you wanted to be a writer and not go into the family business?
There was certainly a lot of pressure to join the family business. It was assumed that everyone in the family would. Some
family members asked me why I wanted to be a writer, saying,
them. I guess I’m a bit of a pioneer. I’ve never really been one to
answers I was given. I grew up in New York, a place where evthe Greek and American ways of life – the Greek way says “take
your place in the family business,” while the American says “do
what you want to do.” I am now doing both.

Why did you want to share the story of “The Amorgos Conspiracy,” and at this
juncture?
This is something I know a lot about, and when you know a lot
about something, you want to tell others. If you’re a writer, you
want to write about it. This Junta period in Greek history is in the
shadows now. Many, even in Greece, tell me that they don’t know
much about it. It’s coming out now because the people in Greece,
people in general, are ready to read about this time in history, to
learn how they got where they are. Politicians in the book don’t
act very well. We get a background as to why the politicians in
Greece are as they are.
You planned an ambitious mission. Did you have any doubts about it?
There didn’t seem to be a reason why it wouldn’t work. There
were plenty of occasions when I thought I’d have to give it up.
Finding the boat was the main obstacle. Almost until the last
week, we didn’t have a boat. Everything else was ready. The guy
for Andreas Papandreou, who didn’t want this to happen. They
wanted us to leave it alone. They didn’t want any trouble. Someone overheard him talking to my helper on the phone, and this
person put it together and then called someone in Rome, who said
he could connect me with a crew. They had a boat, I had a prisoner. We got together. I couldn’t necessarily count on it, but when
When was the Greek version released?
November 2012.
How’s it being received?
The book got good reviews in Athens. It’s become quite wellknown there. The English edition came out last month.
Will you do a book tour to promote it? If yes, any possibilities for Chicago?
Yes. I would love to come to Chicago.
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You’ve started talking about a campaign, where Diaspora Greeks can help Greeks
in Greece.
I’m looking for ideas too. It’s not a straight road from point
A to point B. Here’s a whole nation of people – the Greek nation is not limited to the borders of Greece. That’s why I call
this “Greece without Borders.” We come from a lot of different
countries. This is how we lived before
there was a Greek government in Athens.
We are as successful as Greeks in Greece,
sometimes more successful. What’s not
successful is the Greek government. We
have to recognize that the Greek government is a pretty recent invention – it
starts. The Greek government has not
done right by the Greek people. Why is
government, but because of the Greek
people. We have to reason backwards
– let’s look at what our strengths are.
We, the Greeks outside of Greece, can
help forge an alliance with the people in
Greece, and the Greek land. I don’t think
we need to depend on the Greek government. As a businessman, I
don’t think the Greek government is a good risk. Its performance
has not been very good, whereas the Greek people traditionally
have come through. Remember the Greeks beating the Italians
in Albania; to cite one example. We have to remember that. Any
way that we can support private organizations in Greece, we
should look for those ways – private organization to private organization. For example, the way people supported the California
school system that was in great need: contributions were made
directly to the schools, bypassing the California state government.
Look for organizations that are trying to improve life for the
people. The Stavros Niarchos Foundation recently gave money
for lunches for schoolchildren in Greece because the state was
cutting back. Budget cuts are making Greek life deteriorate, and
the foundation tried to step in. That kind of intervention is needed, not giving funds directly to the Greek government. Let’s come

research it; come home, tell people what’s needed and why, and
start raising money. This is one way we can help.
What’s next for you?
Another book. Anything I could say about it right now might
not be true tomorrow. I can say that it’s about Greece, and
about the period after “The Amorgos Conspiracy.” Conthough it’s based on fact.
Where is the book available for purchase?
www.eliaskulukundis.com or www.books.gr.
BOOK REVIEW
The Amorgos Conspiracy
By: Elias Kulukundis
ISBN: 978-960-200-16-0
G.C.Eleftheroudakis S.A.
Publication date: June 27, 2013
The Junta Years, also known as the Regime of the
Colonels, is a dark era in Modern Greek history. Greek
American Elias Kulukundis, author, and member of the famous
shipping family, became part of that history. Riding on a young
man’s believe of being invincible, and wanting to wrong a right,
in 1969, he set forth an ambitious, courageous—and very risky—
plan to rescue an exiled Greek government minister, who just
happened to be his father-in-law.
two months after the Colonels took over Greece. Following its
launch, the author met many Greek journalists and politicallyaware individuals who nurtured his burgeoning interested in
Greek politics.
Soon after, Kulukundis would meet “a nice Greek girl” at a
party, who would change his life, in so many ways. When he met
Eleni Mylonas, little did he know he was meeting his future wife,
Continued on next page
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Elias Kulukundis...continued
who incidentally was the daughter of a Greek politician. This
politician, George Mylonas, was serving as Minister of Education
in (the elder) George Papandreou’s government, when the ColoMylonas, who was sent to the island of Amorgos. Kulukundis
organized an international conspiracy, to kidnap—er rescue—
Mylonas from exile.
“I was
He offers a suspenseful, intriguing thrillyoung; I
thought at
er— and a true story—of a young man’s
the time I
dangerous fight for what’s right, in a pericould do
od of great mystery, fear and loss of hope.
anything.
It really all
slides of the terrain, and I began to think about it, see the possibilities. It really was the only way. Going through international
organizations was not going to work. I thought, should I sit back
es against him; he didn’t know what would happen. It seemed the
right thing to do. I was brought up to think you should always do
the right thing,” he explained.
The author found himself in Paris, meeting with nowrenowned members of the resistance, and plotting the rescue.

gifted storyteller, Kulukundis doesn’t disappoint. As the plan
unfurls and the rescue mission is set in motion, you’ll be on the
edge of your seat. He offers a suspenseful, intriguing thriller—
right, in a period of great mystery, fear and loss of hope.
We also get a glimpse into this little-known and rarely-spokenabout time, and insight into the evolution of today’s Greek politician. Lovers of history, as well as thrillers, will enjoy this book.

